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Dr Douglas Johnston, President,

International Center for Religion and Diplomacy

1156 Fifteenth St., NW, Suite 910 Washington DC 20005 

7 March 2008
Dear Doug,  

Please consider presenting ICRD and the work that you do to all of our students and faculty at National Defense University on one of the last two Wednesdays in April, and again with the new class next fall. 

I am still stunned after hearing you speak at the International Institute for Islamic Thought in Herndon this week.  I told the deans at the University that it was the most profound and strategically relevant presentation that I’ve heard in the past four years in Washington. 

The innovative type of religious diplomacy that ICRD advances is a topic that all of our students and faculty should know about to expand their thinking about cross-cultural diplomacy and conflict resolution. Unfortunately, with so many topics competing for our time, we don’t adequately explore this kind of “moral imagination” in our year-long curricula, so your presentation would give our students the exposure to this critical subject matter and a model for how to employ it.

Doug, I’m still in a state of shock over how you and your elite and small team at ICRD brought about such major reconciliations in the Sudan, in Kashmir, among the Taliban, in freeing the Korean hostages, and even in reforming Pakistan’s madrassas. It simply doesn’t sound believable until one actually hears you describe it. For that reason, I firmly believe that you need to lead our leaders through this faith-based diplomacy concept so they can go out and help multiply ICRD’s kind of thinking around the world.  

Especially in this age of religious revivalism in all major faiths, and the age of seemingly intractable faith-based conflicts that we’re now in, your presentation to us would be a great capstone for our Master’s degree in strategy and global leadership.

Sincerely, 
David Belt

Captain, US Navy and Assistant Professor, National Security Studies 
National Defense University (ICAF), Washington DC 20319-5066 
beltd2@ndu.edu, 202-685-4498 (Office), 703-965-5918 (Mobile) 
