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PETERBOROUGH — Thanks
to faith-based diplomacy, a Middle
Eastern girl caught talking on her
cell phone to a boy from arival sect
did not receive the normal punish-
ment of execution. The boy's of-
fense, by loeal law, could have cost
him his nose and ears.

This radieal discipline was
avoided after the leader of a
madrasa — Arabie for “school” —
intervened with diplomatic tech-
niques he learned from the Inter-
national Center for Religion and
Diplomacy.

Doug Johnston, founder and
president of the ICRD, shared this
and other success stories with
more than 150 people at the Peter-
borough Unitarian Universalist
Church Sunday at the first in the
Menadnock Summer Lyceum Se-

= Tum to LYCEUM ........Page 4

B LYCEUM .........(from page 1)
ries.
Johnston's  background  in-

cludes a doctorate in political sci-
ence from Harvard University,
where he founded the Kennedy
Scheol's Executive Programin Na-
tional and International Securify.

Johnston considers the Interna-
tional Center for Religion and
Diplomacy the creator of faith-
based diplomacy, a tactic he said is
little-used in fraditional govern-
mental relations.

“When a government or indus-
try hears the word “religion” they
head for the hills, for fear of favor-
ing one over the other,” said John-
ston, who added that the sensitivi-
ty of religious discussions ecan be
compounded in a hostile setting.

Johnston discussed the strate-
gy of the Pentagon and the United
states, ineluding theidea of “irreg-
ular wartare,” which ineludes
covert operations and other re-
sponses to terrorist-type aetivity.

“There's not enough money in
the U.S. treasury to protect this
country from the full spectrum of

Tuesday, July 1, 2008

started by anyone with the money
and students. Johnston empha-
sized the wide range of curricula in
the schools does

leadership. Johnston recalled a
meeting he attended in the moun-
tains of Pakistan where he, 57 Tal-
iban leaders and

not necessarily
breed radicalism,
but in some cases
leaves students
susceptible to
those with mali-
cious intent.

For instance,
some schools re-
quire rote memo-
rization of the
Quran, with chil-
dren as young as 12
vears old able to re-
citeitinits entirety.
Johnston said
memorization did
not necessarily
come with an un-
derstanding of the
content, and as a result, 2 militant
might eonvert a young person with
afewselect verses.

The International Center for
Religion and Diplomacy has
worked with more than 2,000
madrasas, a number he called the
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process he said
starts with edu-
cating each side
about the other

Johnston recalled a meeting
with a Taliban cemmander who
said he did not know what America
wanted.

“They come here with guns and
we are compelled to respond in
kind,” quoted Johnston.

Johnston told the man America
wants peace in the region and a
democratic and stable govern-
ment.

“You have made me so happy,”
said a madrasa leader to Johnston
after a lengthy meeting. “We
thought all Americans hated us.”

Johnston's work has developed
a focus on madrasas — schools
with little regulation that ean be

International Center for
Religion and Diplomacy

local scholars to
develop alterna-

tive  curricula
that preserve
cultural identity while developing

respect.

“It’s beyvend tolerance; it's re-
spect,” said Johnston. “Tolerance
means you deal with someone. Re-
spect means you care enough to
learn about them and find a way to
worktogether”

Johnston said that after four
years, the “guerrilla warfare”
stage of the organization’s work
was drawing to a close, and he is
ready to take it to the next level,
working on larger initiatives.

Of ecourse, some interaections
blend the dangers of small-scale
operations in hostile territory with
the benefits of collaberating with

tribal leaders as-
sembled.

According to
Johnston, key ques-
tions emerged. The
Taliban wanted to
know why America
was attacking
Afghanistan  and
Iraq, and Johnsten
had the delicate
task of framing his
response in terms
he felt the militant
leaders could re-
late to,

“Hospitality and
revenge,” said
Johnston. “We wel-
comed fheir people
into our country and that hospitali-
ty was violated on Sept. 11. We
asked them to turn overthe al-Qai-
da leaders, and when they didn't,
we soughtrevenge.”

The leaders also gquestioned
why the United States always sup-
ported Israel. Johnston explained
this country’s traditional strategic
relationship with Israel.

Johnston said his organization
was called inwhen the Taliban took
several South Korean hostages
last year Though by no means
solely  respensible for  the
hostages' release, the Internation-
al Center for Religion and Diplo-
macy played a crucial role. By cit-
ing the Quran, whose tenets ex-
cluded women from such opera-
tions, Johnston was able to provide
a taith-based argument for the re-
lease ofthe 21 captives, 16 of whom
Were Woner.

“The best antidote to 3 wildfire
is a counter-fire,” said Johnston.
“The best antidote to religious ex-
tremism is religious reconcilia-
tion. The stakes are simply too
high for us not to give it our best
shot.”

Johnston has written two books
on the subject, “Religion, the Miss-
ing Dimension of Statecraft” and
“Faith-based Diplomacy: Trump-
ing Realpolitik.”

The Monadnock  Summer
Lyceum Series will be broadeast
on NPR Saturdaysat4p.m.

On July &, Taylor Morris, writer
and professor at Franklin Pierce
University, will speak about the ed-
ueation of a lifetime.




